
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
Contact: Madeleine Nasta, Media Relations,  
 Leading Women Entrepreneurs 
 (201) 388-9624 or info@lweworld.com 
 
Recognizing Karen Barnes of The Woodbridge Metro 
Chamber of Commerce as a Top 25 Leading Woman 
Intrapreneur of New Jersey. 
 
Let’s start with the good news: women-owned firms have grown at a rate 5 times the 
national average over the last decade and the number of female corporate executives in 
New Jersey ranks above national averages.  Now for the bad news: less than 3% of 
those women-owned businesses ever made it to the million-dollar mark and less than 
3% of women executives ever make it to the C-suite.  
 
Those statistics have long remained unchanged.  However, New Jersey is home to a 
fleet of talented female business leaders.  An exceptionally qualified group of these 
women were recognized on May 19th with the announcement of the 2017 Top 25 
Leading Women Entrepreneurs, Intrapreneurs, and Brand Builders of the state.  This 
prestigious group of women was selected from thousands of impressive nominations 
based upon their strong business acumen and ability to both influence and inspire within 
their industries.  
 
We are so proud to recognize Karen Barnes as one of the Top 25.  Karen Barnes 
became the Woodbridge Metro Chamber of Commerce's President in 2012.  She is a 
graduate of Kean University, and a former high school teacher and coach.  Since 
beginning her tenure at the Chamber, Karen has formed new committees and programs 
for the members to network and build relationships. 
 
Linda Wellbrock, founder of LWE, says “The honorees are amazing role models 
representative of the increasing impact women are making in the world of business.  It’s 
true that women have more external challenges to overcome than their male 
counterparts.  Regardless of gender, the to-do list will always continue to grow longer, 
resulting in an overwhelming, constant grind, and the feeling that one’s goals are 
increasingly out of reach.  The Top 25 Recognition events are a platform for showcasing 
leaders who excel in innovation and advocacy and who made it to the top regardless of 
the challenges.”  
 
New Jersey is the proud site of three upcoming Recognition Events for women who 
have been chosen by Leading Women Entrepreneurs as Top 25’s in their respective 
fields.  These three events fall under the overarching theme of "Being the Change" and 
include the Brand Builder Event on September 22, the Intrapreneur Event on October 
16, and the Entrepreneur Event on November 13, 2017.   All events are open to the 
public and are a great networking opportunity for all participants.  Registration is open at 
www.lweworld.com or call 1(877) LWE-2090. 

http://www.lweworld.com/


 

 

 

Top 25 Leading Women Intrapreneur Event 

Join us on October 16, 2017 for our Leading Women Intrapreneur Event, which will be 
held at the Liberty House in Jersey City, New Jersey, from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Please 
help us as we honor these women who have faced and conquered the many challenges 
of a corporate environment, including getting equal pay and access to networks.  These 
leaders of large corporations have stepped up and taken direct responsibility for taking 
an idea and turning it into a lucrative product by using innovative ideas and assertive 
risk-taking.  All of the Top 25 Leading Women have truly exemplified the theme of this 
year’s event, “Being the Change.” 

Leading Women Entrepreneurs (LWE) is a networking organization that recognizes 
outstanding women in business and strives for their overall advancement.  
LWE connects and promotes high-level women entrepreneurs and executives through 
our respected media partnerships.  We provide strategic networking, educational events 
and retreats.  The mission is to create a sustainable ongoing environment that brings 
leaders together and showcases their attributes and contributions. 

Registration is open at www.lweworld.com or call 1(877) LWE-2090. 

Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-top-25-leading-women-intrapreneurs-event-registration-

34221865521?aff=erelpanelorg 
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